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Abstract

In this study, | focused on the use of color in the well-known picture book Swimmy by Leo
Lionni, and | especially examined the possible meanings behind his use of the colors red and
black. | hypothesized that these colors were used intentionally to express specific ideas. As a
result, | considered that in Swimmy, Leo made use of visibility and conspicuousness to make the
red fish stand out, and at the same time, to make Swimmy’s black color more noticeable among
them. | also interpreted that these color choices symbolized certain emotions: the red fish
represented “fear” and “anger,” while Swimmy’s black color suggested “anxiety.” Furthermore, by
connecting these emotions with Leo’s experiences, | concluded that the red fish symbolized the
Nazi regime, and the black-colored Swimmy represented himself.
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