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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to investigate the differences between the Japanese and
American sense of humor and to help us communicate with each other more smoothly.
The investigation revealed that in Japan, many of the jokes are based on the topics which
are commonly shared among many people, whereas in the US, jokes are less dependent
on the commonly shared topics, and instead sarcasm and satire are frequently used.. This
study concludes that there are differences between Japanese and American values of
laughter as described above, and that recognizing these differences is important for us to
communicate with each other more smoothly.
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