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Abstract

We conducted a study on the changes in the meaning of words. This time, we
focused on the word “susamajin” and investigated the meaning of the word using
literary works from each period from the Heian Period to the late Edo Period. As for
the results of the research, we found that in the Heian period, the word was written
as “/mEL,” meaning “cold and boring,” but around the Edo period, the word was
increasingly used to mean “physically cold,” indicating a change from mental “cold”
to physical “cold. From this, we considered that as time went by, the meaning
readable from the character style tended to replace the original meaning. Based on
this, when we look at the modern language, we find that the word “hachimonoso” is
shifting from its original meaning of “a person who has never done it before” to “a
bold person,” which seems to fit the discussion in this study. Therefore, the
conclusion of this study is that the original meaning of a word fades with the passage
of time, and the meaning of the letter itself is often used as the meaning of the word.
However, since the sample size for this study was very small, it will be important to
gather more information to confirm this result.
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